SPAN 431

From Independence to Revolution: Los debates fundacionales de las letras 
Hispanoamérica
NOTE:  We will meet in 1750 the first week of classes
Prof. Dianna Niebylski

Office: UH 1609

Email: dcn@uic.edu
Office Hours:  T and Th 11:30-1:00 and by appointment

(Sign up sheet for appointments during office hours on office door)
Course Description 

This seminar aims to introduce students to the great ideological debates that have defined and problematized the political, social and artistic reality of Hispanic America since Independence in the early part of the XIX Century (only Mexico and Cuba remained colonial nations until the late part of the XIX Century).  To this end, the course is divided into four modules, each of which focuses on one of these polemical debates.

At the same time, in order to give the student a sense of the passage of time and a sense of history, each module ends with readings and discussions that illustrate the terms of the debate in present-day Latin America and its literary representation.

Course Objectives:

1.  Students who complete the assigned reading can expect to achieve a basic but solid grasp of the major debates that have defined and continue to preoccupy thinkers, politicians, writers, artists and ordinary citizens in present-day Latin America.
2.  Students who complete the assigned reading will have a good grasp of many of the canonical (and foundational) essays written by the major thinkers (and often leaders) of 19th Century Hispanic American nations.
Course Requirements and Grade Distribution:

1. Reading, Attendance and Participation. Is is expected that all students (graduates and undergraduates) will complete all required reading, attend class discussions and participate actively.  Students who miss more than 4 classes will be required to take a Comprehensive Final Exam.  Students who miss more than 5 classes will have 10 points deducted from their final grade.

Class attendance & Participation: 20% final grade.

2. Students will have three essay exams during the semester.  Completion and a grade of B- (mninimum) during these exams will guarantee that a student will not have to take a Comprehensive Final.  A student who MISSES an exam (on the day of the exam) or fails to obtain a minimum of B- on the exam will be required to take the Comprehensive Final during Final’s week.
Exams will constitute 40% of the final grade, but students my choose to choose the lowest exam grade as a grade that will constitute only 10% of this 40%.

3. Research Paper:
Research paper will constitute 40% of the final grade
Undergraduates:

Undergraduates will be required to write a 10-12 page paper on a topic of the student’s choosing but on one of the works listed below.  See description of paper and deadlines below.

All the optional readings are brief and you should be able to read them without difficulty if you are at this level.  
You must consult at least 8 bibliographical sources related to the novel you choose. See list of options on the next page.
Graduates:

Write a 15-17 page paper on a topic of the student’s choosing but related to one of the debates discussed in class and making use of the readings for class in addition to building a substantial bibliography (of at least 15 other sources) on one of the works listed below.  See description of paper and deadlines below.

Description of Assignment and Process:

La composición del ensayo se llevará a cabo a lo largo de todo el semestre. El tema es totalmente a consideración del estudiante, aunque no los textos que pueden analizar (ver abajo).   Los alumnos de pre-grado pueden escoger hacer un análisis de un texto literario o un análisis de una película; los estudiantes de posgrado deberán escoger uno de los textos en la lista incluída a continuación).  La condición sine qua non del ensayo es la aplicación de una teoría o método crítico/a aplicable (o provechoso) para el estudio o problemática del texto o película seleccionado/a.   Iniciaremos con una propuesta y posteriormente continuaremos con las diferentes etapas del análisis e investigación. Es esencial que el alumno entregue el material en la fecha señalada – cualquier demora resultará en una baja de puntaje (y en menos atención de mi parte, porque tendré menos tiempo para dedicarle al trabajo). La persona que no presente la propuesta o el borrador del ensayo a tiempo no podrá obtener el puntaje máximo en el trabajo final. La propuesta deberá consistir en una descripción del proyecto y la hipótesis/tesis a desarrollar en el mismo, además de una lista bibliográfica de por lo menos  8 referencias para los estudiantes de pregrado y 15 referencias de artículos o capítulos leídos y citados (además de los estudiados en clase) para los estudiantes de posgrado.  

El trabajo puede estar escrito en español o en inglés.  Los exámenes y la discusión en clase tendrán lugar en español.

REGISTRATION and DROP-ADD INFO:

September 5, F Last day to complete late registration; last day to add a course(s) or make section changes; last day to drop individual courses without receiving W (Withdrawn) grade on academic record via Student Self-Service. 

October 3  F Last day for undergraduate students to use optional late drop in college office and receive grade of W on academic record.For enrollment and drop-add policies please see semester calendar.

Disability statement: “Students with disabilities must inform the instructor of the need for accommodations. Those who require accommodations for access and participation in this course must be registered with the Disability Resource Center.  Please contact ODS at

312/413-2183 (voice) or 312/413-0123 (TTY).”

COURSE STRUCTURE and REQUIRED READINGS:

Graduate students are responsible for all readings listed below.  Undergraduates are required to do all readings EXCEPT those that have a * next to them. ** means that undergrads are responsible only for selected fragments.
I. La lengua de Hispanoamérica: Primeros debates sobre el idioma y la gramática de (Hispano)américa
Parte A
Voss, Stuart.  “The Kiln of Independence” in Latin America in the Middle Period. (Pdf file – blackboard)

Andrés Bello,  Gramática de la lengua castellana destinada al uso de los americanos

Prólogo de Amado Alonso.  Leer del texto de Bello: Prólogo, Notas Preliminares, y Cap. XIII (Pronombres personales).

Leer del Prólogo de Alonso: Introducción; Gramática dedicada. . .; Idea de una gramática; Otras defensas de las normas; La gramática general.

Texto completo (contains Bello & Alonso’s intro) en: 

http://www.cervantesvirtual.com/servlet/SirveObras/12145074229036051543435/p0000001.htm#I_2_
Hernández, José.  Martín Fierro. Cap. I, II y IV

Texto completo en http://www.cervantesvirtual.com/servlet/SirveObras/05816281922447239732268/index.htm
Parte B – El debate sobre el idioma de los (hispano)americanos  a través del siglo XX

Borges, Jorge Luis, “El idioma de los Argentinos” (available on the internet and in Obras Vega, Ana Lydia.  “Pollito Chicken” (pdf file – blackboard)

ompletas)
Ferré, Rosario. Maquinolandera (pdf – blackboard)

*Beverley, J. y Hugo Achúgar. INTRODUCCION,  La voz del otro. Revista de crítica literaria latinoamericana No. 36. Lima y Pittsburgh: Latinoamericana Editores, Universidad de Pittsburgh, 1991.
II  ¿Cómo fundar una nación con una población híbrida y no morir – o matar – en el intento?– Debates sobre las diferencias etnicas y raciales de los países Americanos 
Parte A:

Bolívar, Simón, “Carta de Jamaica”

Texto completo en :http://www.analitica.com/Bitblio/bolivar/jamaica.asp
Sarmiento, Facundo, Cap. 1
Texto en 

http://www.esnips.com/doc/c382b992-b6fe-4ba9-b015-107e79b89bca/Domingo-Faustino-Sarmiento---Facundo
Martí, José. “Nuestra América”.  Texto en http://www.analitica.com/BITBLIO/jmarti/nuestra_america.asp
Acosta de Samper,  La mujer en la sociedad moderna (fragmentos - photocopy)
Acosta de Samper, Soledad,  “Tipos sociales: la monja y mi madrina,” “Ilusión y realidad” (photocopy)
Langley, Lester.  “Sarmiento’s America” and “Tocqueville’s America” In The Americas in the Age of Revolution 1750-1850. (pdf file – on blackboard)

Guy, Donna, INTRODUCTION and C. 1, Sex & Danger in Buenos Aires. (Pdf file, on blackboard)
Parte B:  “Nuestra América” representada a fines del siglo XIX y comienzos del siglo XX por la literatura hispanoamericana

**Gamboa, Federico, Santa (on reserve) – undergrads must read ONLY selected fragments.
**Martel, Julián.  La bolsa (text available in Google: El ortiba.com)- undergrads must read ONLY selected fragments.

Parte C:  El debate sobre las diferencias de América en la actualidad
Bonfill Batalla, Guillermo.  INTRODUCCION,   Pensar nuestra cultura. México: Alianza Editorial, 1991. (pdf file-blackboard)
Monsiváis, Carlos, INTRODUCCION Aires de familia. Cultura y sociedad en America Latina (pdf file – blackboard)
Ferré, Rosario.  “La muñeca menor” (pdf file)
III.Guerra Civil y Dictadura:  El Paradigma del Dictador

Sarmiento, Facundo, Introducción

http://www.esnips.com/doc/c382b992-b6fe-4ba9-b015-107e79b89bca/Domingo-Faustino-Sarmiento---Facundo
Echeverría, Esteban “El matadero” 
**Mármol, José Amalia, Parte I (on reserve)- undergrads must read ONLY selected fragments.

*Somers, Doris, Caps. sobre Sarmiento y Mármol en Foundational Fictions (on reserve)
Parte B: poder y dictadura en la 2da parte del siglo XX
**Asturias, El señor presidente, capítulos seleccionados.  undergrads must read ONLY selected fragments. (on reserve)

*García Márquez, El otoño del patriarca, capítulos seleccionados.  (On reserve)
IV “Ciudad letrada” vs. Llanura salvaje, o Civilización (urbana) y barbarie (todo lo no-urbano): Poverty, Unemployment and Crime Then and Now
Parte A
Sarmiento, Facundo, Cap. 1 (geografía y tipos)

http://www.esnips.com/doc/c382b992-b6fe-4ba9-b015-107e79b89bca/Domingo-Faustino-Sarmiento---Facundo
**Gallegos, Rómulo.  Doña Bárbara.  undergrads must read ONLY selected fragments.

*Somers, Doris.  Cap. on Doña Bárbara in Foundational Fictions (on reserve)
González Echeverría, Roberto.  “A Lost World Rediscovered: Sarmiento’s Facundo and 
E. Da Cunha’s O sertoes” (you need to concentrate on what the writer says about Sarmiento’s Facundo) (pdf file – blackboard)
Piccato, Pablo, “The Modern City” In City of Suspects.  Crime in Mexico City 1900-1031. (pdf file – blackboard)
Parte B: La posmodernidad y la inversión o destrucción del binomio o paradigma
Borges, “El sur”
**Gutiérrez, Pedro Juan.  Trilogía sucia de La Habana (primeros 3 capítulos sólamente – pdf, blackboard) – undergrads read only selected passages
**Mairal, Pedro.  Un año en el desierto (on reserve) – undergrads read only selected passages
Bolaño,Roberto. “El gaucho insufrible” (text can be obtained from El ortiba.com)
Martini, Puerto apache

OPTIONS for RESEARCH PAPER

Undergraduates:

Matto de Turner, Clorinda. Aves sin nido
Altamirano, Ignacio.  El zarco

Cabello de Carbonera, Mercedes. Blanca Sol.

Graduates:

Two or more of the short novels by Acosta de Samper in

Acosta de Samper, Soledad, Novelas y cuadros de la vida sur-americana.
OR write on one of these texts:
Mansilla, Eduarda, Recuerdos de viaje

Gorriti, Manuela, Peregrinaciones de una (sic) alma triste

Martí, José.  Amistad funesta
Mansilla, Lucio.  Una excursión a los indios ranqueles (reserve) – 
Gómez de Avellaneda, Gertrudis, Sab
Graduate Students interested in combining a critical study of one of these novels with a recent narrative that approaches the same concerns or problems need to see me before writing the proposal for recommendations; be aware that this would involve more research and possibly writing a longer essay.
COURSE SCHEDULE

Week I

Read everything listed under Part I, Part A for Thursday.  I will give an introductory lecture to the course the first Tuesday of class.
